Year.

1928-29
1929-30
1930-31
1931-32
1932-33
1933-34
1934-35
1935-36
1936-37
1937-38

Cereals &
Pulses.

100

103.52

103.29

102.38

102.62

100.30

99.64

99.47

92.70

89.75

Cotton.

100

'100.48

82,82

89.44

79.10

87.47

93.48

108.09

100.90

103.19

Ground
nut.

100
87.23
97.08
71.63
95.58

102.72
63.90
68.49
94.99

126.59

Freight Bates
	
Sugarcane.
	Tobacco.

100
	100

11014
	100 5g

128.97
	9507

130 35
	105.32

135.75
	100.35

136.57
	97.10

14068
	114.52

135.91
	109.47

134.33
	99.19

109.98
	115.28

The table takes 1928-29, the pre-depression rear, as the
base and relates the acreage for the various years on this.
The area uiider cereals and pulses register an increase
during the years 1929-34, the maximum being reached in
1929-30 when the index number is 103-52. Subsequent to
1934, there has been a steady shrinkage, and the worst
affected year has been 1937-38. The area under cotton
shows a similar decrease during the period 1930-35, after
which there is improvement, 1935-36 being a record year
for this crop. Probably the one crop that was most badly
hit by the depression is groundnut; the index number for
that commodity fell to the very low figure of 63-9 in
1934-35. Tobacco acreage has shown comparatively little
or no decrease, there being an increase in 1934-35 and
1937-38. It would be seen that the first increase coincides
with a shrinkage in territory of cereals, cotton and ground-
nut and with a phenomenal rise in the acreage under
sugarcane. Sugarcane acreage figures make interesting
reading; since, despite the curbing effects of the depression,
there has been a very great increase, and it is only in
1937-38 that there has been a steep fall from1134-33 in
the previous year to 109-98,
The average of the areas under paddy for the past
quinquennitan ending 1937-38 in this Presidency has been
13-4 per cent of the total area under paddy in India. In
point of importance, Bengal comes first with Burma secoixi
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